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A Day of Gratitude for the Diocese of Gary
More than 800 people crowded the Cathedral of the Holy Angels on a hot, humid late spring morning 

on June 7, 2008, to participate in a Eucharistic celebration during which Bishop Melczek ordained three men 
for service as priests in the Diocese of Gary. The capacity crowd expressed their approval and support of Fa-
ther Richard Holy, Father Michael Kopil, and Father David Link with thunderous and prolonged applause as 
the Vocation Director, Fr. Kevin Huber, presented them to Bishop Melczek for ordination. The celebration 
capped a day of gratitude for the Diocese of Gary. 
 Following the ordination, the newly ordained priests met their families in the school cafeteria to impart 
their first blessing.  About 400 people followed them to the cafeteria to greet Fr. Rick, Fr. Mick, and Fr. David, 
to wish them well, and to receive a blessing. 
 On Sunday, June 8, 2008, the newly ordained priests celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving for the first 
time in a variety of churches. Fr. Richard Holy celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving at St. Casimir Church in 
Hammond;  St. Michael the Archangel Church in Schererville was the location of Fr. Mick Kopil’s Mass of 
Thanksgiving; and Fr. David Link celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving at the Basilica of the Sacred Heart at the 
University of Notre Dame in South Bend. 
 The newly ordained priests will begin serving in parishes in the Diocese of Gary effective June 16, 
2008. Fr. Richard Holy is the Associate Pastor at St. Thomas More Church in Munster. Fr. Mick Kopil is the 
Associate Pastor at St. Michael the Archangel Church in Schererville.  Bishop Melczek appointed Fr. David 
Link Chaplain at Indiana State Prison in Michigan City. †

Deacons Richard Holy, Mick 
Kopil, and David Link  presents 
themselves to Bishop Melczek 
and to the people of the Diocese 
of Gary for ordination to the 
priesthood. They were received 
with fervent acclamation by the 
people gathered at the Cathe-
dral of the Holy Angels.
As priests, they share in the 
ministry of the Bishop and offer 
their lives in service to the Ro-
man Catholic Church.
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Career Fairs Provide Visibility 

The year our Lord 2008 has been filled with many achievements and opportu-
nities for Gary seminarian, Benjamin Ross. On April 29, 2008, Ben participated in an 
album release party for a CD that he helped record, and for which he composed songs, 
entitled, “Behold Your Mother.” On Saturday, May 10, 2008, Ben graduated from Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Seminary with a Bachelor of Arts Degree from St. Mary’s 
University in Winona, Minnesota.  On May 16, 2008, Ben received a letter of accep-
tance from the Rector of the Pontifical North American College in Rome, Reverend 
Monsignor, James F. Checcio. On June 22, 2008, Bishop Dale J. Melczek received 
Ben as a candidate for the Order of Deacons and the Order of Priests in preparation for 
theological studies.
 Ben’s next opportunity will begin on July 20, 2008. He will travel to Rome, 
Italy to meet other men at the North American College. He will then journey to Assisi, Italy where he will 
study Italian for four weeks. He will return to Rome in August to begin his formal study of theology at the An-
gelicum (The Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas) and participate in the priestly formation program at 
the North American College. With perseverance, Ben will complete his Bachelor of Sacred Theology (STB) 
degree in three years and then he will spend at least one more year of studying Rome in a specialized program 
of theology. Upon his completion of the formation program at the North American College, Ben will be or-
dained to the priesthood in 2012. Ben is a vivid example of the effectiveness of God’s grace for those who co-
operate with God’s plan.
 Ben is the oldest of seven children born to Thomas and Rose Anne Ross. He is a resident of Highland 
and member of St. Stephen the Martyr Church in Merrillville.†

Formation and Work Fill Summer Days for Seminarians
The summer months do not provide a respite from priestly for-

mation and work for the Diocese of Gary seminarians. Typically, Gary 
seminarians spend their summer break engaged in ministry at parishes 
throughout the diocese or find employment in order to build up their 
financial reserves for the impending school year. This summer, the 
seminarians are engaged in a variety of work and ministry experiences. 
Mark Cregger lives at St. Thomas More Church in Munster, is work-
ing at Pollution Controls Industries, and fulfilling various ministerial 
roles at the parish. 
Jordan Fetcko is living in Crown Point and working in the fast food 
industry for the summer. 
Mark Kurowski is living in Munster and retains his ministry as Pas-
toral Associate at St. John the Evangelist in St. John. 
Roque Meraz is living in Calumet City, Illinois and working in the steel industry during June, July, and Au-
gust.
Jaime Perea is living and ministering at St. Joseph Church in La Porte and working part time in the restaurant 
industry. 
Ben Ross is living at St. John Vianney House of Discernment, informally studying Italian, and preparing for 
his studies at the North American College in Rome. 
Christopher Stanish and Tom Oram are living at Seminario Hispano de Santa Maria de Guadalupe in Mex-
ico City and studying Spanish at the Pan American University.†

Achievements and Opportunities Abound for Seminarian Benjamin Ross  



Director, Fr. Kevin Huber, recently accepted Stephen Kolodziej as a seminarian in 
priestly formation for the Diocese of Gary. He will enter the priestly formation pro-

View from the Vineyard 
   By  Fr. Kevin Huber, 
     Vocation Director 

Vocation Director Welcomes Stephen Kolodziej

With the recommendation of the Vocation Assessment Team, the Vocation 

gram at Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary in Winona, Minnesota this Fall. 
 As a member of St. John the Evangelist Parish in St. John, Indiana, Steve has 
been actively involved in the Church from an early age. He has functioned as an altar 
server at his home parish since the age of 10 and graduated from St. John the Evangel-
ist School in 2002. Steve is also an alumnus of Andrean High School Class of 2006 . 
His parents, Ken and Shari Kolodziej, are actively involved at St. John the Evangelist 
Parish.  Ken is a 4th Degree member of the Knights of Columbus and Shari is the par-
ish bookkeeper. Steve also has one sister, Karen, who is a student at Andrean High 
School.
 When he first began serving, Steve’s pastor recommended that Steve begin to 
consider a priestly vocation. Since then the thought never left his mind. After graduating from Andrean High 
School in 2006, Steve attended Purdue University for three semesters. During that time, he experienced a call 
to the priesthood and decided to respond. He contacted the Vocation Director in January, 2008 and began the 
application process in February 2008. He slowly began to inform his friends of his decision to discern a 
priestly vocation and he has received their support and encouragement. †

 Dear Friends in Vocation Ministry, I want to offer an apology to the readers of View from the Vineyard. 
In the last edition, I made a poorly-worded comparison between men who leave priestly formation and the per-
son of Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Jesus. Readers interpreted my article to say that men who leave priestly 
ministry betray Jesus and walk away from the vocation that God has chosen for them.  My intention was to say 
that we need to trust that God will continue Jesus’ earthly ministry in the manner that God envisions.  The 
apostles and disciples did not always understand Jesus’ teachings or the meaning behind his proclamation that 
the Kingdom of God is at hand. Yet, after the resurrection, Jesus sent them out to continue his mission. To the 
men and women who have discontinued priestly or religious formation and to anyone else whom I offended, I 
extend a profound apology.  
 If you have any questions or comments to share with me, I welcome your phone call, letter or e-mail 
message. You can contact me at 219-769-9292, khuber@dcgary.org, or at the Pastoral Center address. 
 I also want to share with you the excitement and anticipation that accompanied the priesthood ordina-
tions on June 7, 2008. The Pastoral Center was besieged with phone calls from local newspaper reporters. The 
Diocese of Gary received excellent coverage from the Northwest Indiana Catholic, the Times, and the Post-
Tribune. In these days when people wonder about the future of the priesthood, the ordination of three men was 
a powerful symbol of God’s providence and care. We have every reason to be grateful for God’s watchful con-
cern for the human family.  

          Yours in the Lord Jesus, 

Fr. Kevin Huber



 Three and a half years ago, Gary seminarian Ben Ross could not play the guitar. After countless hours 
of practice, he not only taught himself to play the guitar, he also learned to sing and compose music. In his 
final year of college, Ben met students at St. Mary’s University in Winona, Minnesota who shared not only 
his love for music but also his devotion to Mary.  Last Fall, Ben and his music mates collaborated on a project 
to produce a compilation of original songs honoring the Blessed Virgin Mary . After many hours of recording 
and digital mastering, the group of musicians who call themselves Children of St. Mary’s (pictured below on 
right) released their first CD entitled, Behold Your Mother (jacket pictured below on left).

On April 29, 2008, Children of St. Mary’s held their release party to highlight tracks from the CD and 
sell their new product. All proceeds from the sale of the CD go to support Rachel’s Vineyard, a Catholic non-
profit organization that seeks to help men and women heal spiritual and emotional wounds that follow abor-
tion.

 The Diocese of Gary Vocation Office is making preparations for the discernment weekends offered at 
Mundelein Seminary in Mundelein, Illinois, Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit, Michigan, Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Seminary in Winona, Minnesota, and Theological College at Catholic University of America in 
Washington, D.C.  Men who want participate in these discernment experiences need to be at least in ninth 
grade.
 Discernment weekends typically begin on Friday night and end on Sunday 
afternoon, allow men to meet seminarians, attend classes at the seminary, and ex-
perience the daily academic, spiritual, and priestly formation exercises offered at the 
seminaries. These experiences have been very helpful for our current seminarians 
and many other men. 

 For more information and to sign up for a discernment weekend, please con-
tact Fr. Kevin Huber at 219-769-9292 or khuber@dcgary.org.†

Vocation Office Prepares for Discernment Weekends

Seminarian Writes Songs and Records CD for Project Rachel 

 If you would like to purchase a copy of the CD 
for $10.00, please contact the Vocation Office at
khuber@dcgary.org or call at 219-769-9292 ext. 235. †



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


