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t was good to see so

many of you and your

catechists at our Ministry
Congress on October 14-15th. The
keynote speakers were superb
and challenged us to continue our
efforts or outreach and evangeliza-
tion as part of our mission from our
Baptism.

Fr. John Cusick reminded
us to check our attitudes toward our young adult
community and how we either invite their participa-
tion or ignore their presence in our parish celebration
of the Mass and other activities. Young adults can
include anyone between the ages of 18 and 40 years
of age. What do our faith formation programs offer
this particular generation?

Dr. Richard Gaillardetz helped us understand
our baptismal call to service as part of the priesthood
of Christ. Our participation in Christ’s priesthood is
not to be confused with ordained clergy, a point he
made very clear. But our mandate is the same and
that is to be evangelizers by being of service to oth-
ers with Jesus as our model. | might add that during
this month of November, when we celebrate all the
saints who have gone before us, we might look to
them as models to emulate as well.

The catechetical workshops were some of the
better attended sessions of the Congress. Our cate-
chists could choose to hone their skills on lesson
planning, classroom discipline, working with special
needs children, involving parents and teaching chas-
tity education from a Catholic perspective.

So thank you for supporting our formation ef-
forts and know that your comments and suggestions
are welcomed.

Following the Congress a number of us spent
another day envisioning the future of faith formation

Upcoming Events

Nov. 8 New Roman Missal Workshop
Nov. 17 New DRE Orientation Meeting
Nov. 29 Sacrament Guideline Workshop
Dec. 1 PAREFF Advent Open House
Dec. 4 Rite of Call

Dec. 14 South Lake DRE Cluster Meeting

in our parishes with John Roberto. | think this was an
excellent “follow up” event to theme of our Diocesan
Congress. John led us through a step-by-step analy-
sis of the emerging trends taking place in parish life in
our U.S. culture and the impact those influences will
have on the way we do faith formation for the next ten
years or so.

It was no big surprise that adult faith formation
and an educated parish leadership are the key to
passing on the faith to future generations. The role of
technology cannot be overlooked as an important fac-
tor to how we accomplish this task. We must become
adept at reading the “signs of the times” if we are to
not just survive but thrive in our parish communities.

As an extra bonus, John will return on Decem-
ber 6th to assist parishes take the next step in the
planning process to implement specific programs of
faith formation. Holy Spirit Parish has agreed to host
this event from 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. Stayed tuned for
registration details.

Other adult formation opportunities include the
DVD entitled “A Sacred Liturgy, The New Roman Mis-
sal” that has be mailed to 55,000 households in the
Diocese and Rev. Robert Baron DVD series on
“Catholicism” which is available in our Diocesan re-
source center. Both resources would make excellent
material for adult faith sharing groups, young adult
gatherings and even 7 & 8th grade religion classes.

Click here to view

As we prepare for Thanksgiving and the Ad-
vent of the New Roman Missal know that you had an
important role play in preparing our youth and adults
in not only learning the new translation but helping
them worship more faithfully as well. For that we can
all be thankful.

Pax Christi,




Winter Professional
Meeting

Our Winter DRE Professional Meeting is
scheduled for Saturday, January 28, 2012 at Our
Lady of Consolation Parish in Merrillville.

Our morning topic will focus on Catholic Social
Teaching with an emphasis on Immigration. As parish
catechetical leaders it is imperative to know what our
Church teaches regarding social justice and espe-
cially our stance on immigration and how it affects our
national discourse and parish programs.

Since it will be an election year our U.S. Bish-
ops have given us guidance with their document on
Faithful Citizenship. As parish leaders we should pro-
vide every opportunity for adult faith formation regard-

ing the teachings of the Church.

I would ask you to invite your parish peace
and justice committees to join you for the morning in-
service which will include a discussion on “Gospel
Without Borders” Each of you will receive a free
DVD which you can use in your own parish faith for-
mation program. A complete registration form

available next month on line and in print.

Catechist Certification

Our catechist formation sessions have been
very well attended this fall. These include the Con-
gress workshops, the Emmaus courses and the cate-
chist workshops offered through the Office of Religiot s

Education. There is Echoes of Faith session on Cath¢

lic Morality being offered this week at St. John Bosco
in Hammond and one more workshop for catechists ¢ 1
the Roman Missal at St. Joseph’s in La Porte.

The session on the Sacrament Guidelines pre
sented at St. Joseph in Dyer was so well received the :
I will offer it again on November 29th at St. Francis Xi -

vier in Lake Station from 6:30—8:30 p.m.

Sacrament Guideline Workshop, St. Joseph, Dyer

This session is especially valuable for DREs
and catechists who prepare children for Baptism, Cor -
firmation, First Eucharist and First Penance.

See the enclosed form to register.
Caps for Kids

The annual Caps for Kids Campaign will onc
again by sponsored by the Northwest Indiana Catholi :
until December 16. New caps, mittens, scarves, glove s
and monetary donations for infants, children and adul s
will be accepted. Feel free to contact Steve Euvino at
219-769-9292 ext. 240 or email seuvino@dcgary.org

for more information.



PAREFF Update

Advent is a time of quiet preparation for the
birth of Christ into our hearts at Christmas. Yet our
culture and society seem to begin the holiday
celebrations earlier and sooner each year. | saw some
Christmas decorations in our local Wal Mart just last
week. Our lives become more intense and frenetic
rather than un cluttered and peaceful.

To help us share in the spirit of the Advent
season, our DRE association, PAREFF would like to
invite you to an open house on Thursday, December
1st at St. Joan of Arc Church located at 200 East 78th
Street in Merrillville. This will be a rather informal
gathering from 4:00—6:00 p.m. and you are welcome
to stop by to share in some holiday fellowship, with
food, drink and a short reflection by Fr. Jerry
Schweitzer. So feel free to stop by and spend as
much or as little time as you like.

This event is PAREFF’s way of thanking you for
the work you do in parish ministry and to share some
of the spirit of the season. Mercedes Austgen will send

out a formal invitation to everyone soon.

2010 Advent Open House with Joanne White, Bob Meaney,

Dominique Pruitt and Anita Miller.

2011-12 Parish Profile

Thank you to all of you who have completed
this year’s Parish Rel. Ed. Profile. (RE Form—16)

This data is collected yearly and is used to supply sta-
tistics to the Vatican for their annual report.

To be clear on which parishes have already
completed their profile, I am including in this mailing a
complete list of parish programs with three columns
indicating which parishes have already complied.

The first column is the parish profile, the second is the
Safe Environment Program and the third is your cate-
chist update list. If there is a “yes” in the box after your
parish then you are in compliance. If the box is blank
you need to complete the form and return it to me as
soon as possible. As | receive more profiles | will up-
date the list and publish it occasionally for your con-
venience. | began this practice last year and found it a
very successful way to remind DREs who may have for
got to complete their paper work. As always, thank you

for your participation and timelines.

Little Rock Scripture Training

in Spanish

| have it confirmed that the Office of Hispanic
Ministry will offer a special training of the Little Rock
Scripture Program in Spanish on Saturday, December
3rd, from 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. at the Spiritual Life
Center 1441 Hoffman Street in Hammond. Participants
will learn how to implement the Little Rock program in
Spanish and be offered a $100.00 voucher for the pur-
chase of Little Rock materials. | urge you to share this
information with your Spanish speaking leaders and
ask them to plan to attend. Lunch will be provided.
Contact Adeline Torres at 219-397-2125 for further

information and to register.




What's Going On In Your
Ministry ?

Our Lady of Consolation

Congratulations to Michelle Jackowski and Alan
Neff, catechists at Our Lady of Consolation
Parish. Both have earned their Basic Certificate
in Catechist Formation this past fall. Each
completed 28 hours of formation to earn their

certifications.

Michelle Jackowski, 4th Grade Catechist

New Resource

Loyola Press has a new First
Communion Preparation Kit for children with
Autism and other special needs. Kathleen
Suzuki showed us a demo at the August DRE
Meeting and has sent me a complimentary copy
for the Diocesan Resource Center. The kit
includes a Helper Guide, My Picture Missal,
Mass Cards, Bless Yourself, Who Is Jesus, How
to Receive Communion and Backpack. You are
welcome to borrow my kit or go on line at
www.loyolapress.com and order your own. It is

well worth the expense.

Safe Environment Resources
| have purchased an extra copy of the St. Cloud

Diocese safety program for children.

There are two DVDs for K-5, “Personal Power”
and 6-8th grades “Strong Voices, Smart Choices.”
The first copy was used by quite a few parishes so
I have another set if you are interested in using it
this year. Don’t forget, PAREFF has also pur-
chased a new DVD program that is also available

for use called “Keeping Your Children Safe.”

Poverty Seminar

Cal College, Lake Area United Way and Catholic
Charities are teaming up to present ,“Families in
Crisis: How to Break the Cycle?” a one day semi-
nar on poverty. This will be held at Our Lady of
Consolation Church in Merrillville, on November
18 from 10:00 a.m.—3:45 p.m. Cost is $25.00 and
includes the seminar, lunch and materials. You
can RSVP to Caitlin Mills-Groninger at 219-473-

4325 or email at development@ccsj.edu.

Catholicism Series

In my opening column | mentioned an ex-
cellent DVD series by Fr. Robert Barron on Ca-
tholicism, Journey Around the World and Deep
Into the Faith. This five disc set contains 10 epi-
sodes each one about an hour in length. It can be
used in a variety of ways and would make a won-
derful adult faith sharing program or even a cate-
chist formation program. It is available in our Di-
ocesan Resource Center and can be check out at

your convenience.

Birthday Celebrations
Nov. 9 Nathan Origer
Nov. 9 Emily Watroba
Nov. 9 Bishop Melczek
Nov. 18 Kevin Driscoll
Dec. 2 Madelon Albert
Dec. 3 Maria Marsh
Dec. 10 Dorie Little
Dec. 15 Mary Mauer
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